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Reconsideration and withdrawal of thlrejections of the application are 
respectfully requested in view of the amendments an|remark5 herewith, which place the 
application into condition for allowance. The preserf jam^dment is being made to facilitate 
prosecution of the application. 



I, STATUS OF THE CLAIMS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

Claims 1, 3, 5-8, and 10-1 1 are curren'tly pending.. Claims 1, 10 and 11, which are 
independent, are hereby amended. Claims 2, 4 and 9bave been canceled, without prejudice or 
disclaimer of subject matter. No new matter has been introduced. Support for this amendment is 

* • i . E ! 

! I .' . * 

provided throughout the Specification, specifically on'pages 1 1-20. Changes to claims are not 

! r i 

made for the purpose of patentability within the mea aing of 35 U.S.C. §101, §102, §103, or 
§1 12. Rather, these changes are made simply for clarification and to round out the scope of 
protection to which Applicant is entitled. • j; 

II. REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 1, 3, 5-8, and 10-1 1 were rejtcted under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 

I' 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,802,488 to Editsune (hereinafter, merely "Edatsune") in 

view of U.S. Patent No. 6,353,764 to Imagawa et all I (hereinafter, merely "Imagawa") . 

• j. t 

Claim 1 recites, inter alia: \ j • J ; 

"A speech recognition apparatus disposed in a robot, comprising: 
speech recognition means for recogn 



1 Applicant notes that the cited portions of Imagawa (Figure! ^ 
relevant and that there are no Figures 2B and 3 A in Imagawajj 
expedite prosecution, the cited portions are understood to be -portions of Edatsune. 




speech including a 



3 A; Column 11, lines 8-32 and 47-59) are not 
is believed to be a typographical error. To 
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dictionary in which words to be recognized in speech recognition 
are described; 

control means for controlling said speech recognition means in 
accordance with a growth state of saiJrobot, wherein said growth 
state is comprised of a plurality of no|c|es corresponding to 
increasing maturity levels for said rob|ot; and 



action decision means for determinirisj and performing a 
predetermined action in accordance with the speech recognized by 
said speech recognition means and an toccurrence probability of the 
predetermined action as determined rjj the growth-state. 



wherein said control means controls Isaid speech recognition means 
such that the words described in said &btionarv are weighted in 
accordance with the growth state o f slid robot and speech 
recognition is performed using the wetpjhted words. 



wherein coefficients for said weighteli^vords are Controlled bv the 



growth state ," (emphasis added) 
As understood by Applicant, Edateuife relates to an interactive speech recognition 

•I' : 

device that recognizes speech and produces sounds; prjactions iniresponse to the recognition 
result The device comprises a response content k^ttjfhat creates recognition data with response 



content that corresponds to the fetched response content level, j. 



I 

As understood by Applicant, lmagay| a relates to a technique for operating 
equipment, manipulating information, or controlling Environments based on people's motions, 



postures and conditions. A control method used to, 
and utilizing these results to execute control. 



jjubnitor a person's peripheral environment 



Applicant respectfully submits that Edjatsune an4 Imagawa, taken alone or in 



combination, fail to teach or suggest the features of) claim 1. Specifically, Applicant submits that 

If' - 

there is no teaching or suggestion of a speech reco-gpition apparatus disposed in a robot wherein 



1 ! 



said control means controls said speech recognitioWlmeans su ch that the words described in said 

' ifi ] ~ 

dictionary are weighted in accordance with the growth state of said robot and speech recognition 
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;„ r^nrt usinc fr- ™* r*** «mfa. wherein &MU*s for wriphted words are 



controlled by the growth state, as recited in claim 1. 

Furthermore, the Examiner asserts thif imitation if met by Edatsune's Figures 2B 

and 3 A and Column 11, lines 8-32 and 47-59. 

In working example 2, Edatsune disclLsU that the coefficients for recognizable 
phrases for the speech recognition unit are controlle| by the timtfof day. (Column 9 , lines 1 6- 
38). For example, in the morning it is more likely t^hLar the woids "good morning" than it is to 
hear "good evening" and so these words are weighted accoriingly. Accordingly, Edatsune does 
not disclose weighting words in accordance with the.growth state of the robot as recited in the 
present claims, but rather in accordance with the time bf day. 

if • •• 

Moreover, in working example 3, Edatsune discloses that the response content for 
the speech synthesis unit is controlled by the level, j I !je response content is selected from the 

phrases for the speech recognition unit. Edatsune dc sjs not disclose that the coefficients for 

•? i * 

recognizable phrases are controlled by the level. As* evidenced by Figure 3 A, Edatsune's speech 

ii i , 

recognition unit 5 does not have a relational input rr&in the response content level generation unit 

I' ' 

3 1 Rather Edatsune discloses that the response content changes with the clock time; not the 

jj ! ; 

speech recognition. For example, the toy may respond with "bow-wow" on the first day after 
purchase, and with "good morning" oh the second|<jay of purchase. Hence, Edatsune does not 

! li ■ 

meet the recited limitation "speech recognition is performed using the weighted words" as 
required in the present claims. 

Accordingly, for at least these reasons 
present invention unpatentable. 

Therefore, Applicant submits that independent claim 1 is patentable. 
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For reasons similar to those describe^ lUove with Regard to independent claim 1 , 
independent claims 10 and 1 1 , which recites similar futures, is al^o behoved to be allowable. 

Therefore, Applicant submits that indllplndent claims 1, 10 and 11 are patentable. 



m. 



DEPENDENT CLAIMS U 

The other claims in this application 



each dependent from one or another of the 
independent claims discussed above and are therefcjiij Relieved patentable for the same reasons. 
Since each dependent claim is al$o deemed to defini : an additional aspect of the invention, 



however, the individual reconsideration of the paten 
respectfully requested. 



CONCLUSION 



In the event the Examiner disagrees 
respect to the disclosures in the cited reference or re 
Examiner specifically indicate those portion or po 
the basis for a contrary view. 

Please charge any additional fees 
overpayment, to our Deposit Account No, 50-0320i 
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In view of the foregoing amendment^ 
claims in this application are patentable and Applici 
issue of the present application. 
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id remarks;.it is believed that all of the 
respectfully requests early passage to 



Respectlilly submitted, 



Attomeiys for Applicant 



By. 
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